Planning, Environmental, Highways and Public Transport Committee

7th March 2011

New Frankley in Birmingham Parish Council

At a meeting of the Planning, Environmental, Highways and Public Transport Committee held at the Parish Council Offices, 12 Arden Road, Frankley on Monday, 7th March 2011 at 1930 hours. 

Present

	Councillor
	Eric Carter (in the Chair)

	Councillors
	Linda Banks, Gareth Griffiths, Bill Hollis  and Joanna Walker 



Apologies for absence 
315
Apologies for non-attendance for the reasons stated were submitted on behalf of Councillors Bruckshaw (Holiday) and Trefor-Jones (Church Voluntary Work in Uganda).


minutes
It was proposed by Councillor Hollis, seconded by Councillor Joanna Walker, and, with none dissenting -

316
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the meetings of the Planning, Environmental, Highways and Public Transport Committee held on 31st January, 2011, having previously been circulated, were taken as read, confirmed and signed.

declarations of interests (EXISTENCE and nature) with regard to items on the agenda

317
There were no declarations
 public participation session with respect to items on the agenda

No member of the public wished to speak on any Agenda item.

PLANNing applications
Application No:
2011/00773/PA
Site Address:
Former MG Rover Works, south of Longbridge Lane, east of Bristol Road South and Lickey Road, Longbridge, Birmingham
Proposal:
Mixed use development comprising new superstore, shops (A1), Financial and Professional (A2), Restaurants/Cafes (A3), Public Houses (A4) and Hot Food Takeaways (A5), Offices (B1a), 40 residential apartments, hotel, new public park, associated parking and service infrastructure and new highway access from Longbridge Lane and Lickey Road.
The Clerk advised that due to the number of documents comprising the application, Members wishing to view the details of the application could either view a hardcopy of the application at the Library or, alternatively, an ecopy at the City Council’s Planning Online site. 
318
The foregoing application for the development of the Former MG Rover works site was noted.
Decisions Made on Planning Applications
319
There were none
longbridge area action plan
320
The Chairperson reported that he had attended a meeting of the Longbridge Consultative Committee on 24th February during which the following matters were discussed:-
· The City Council had approved the  proposals for the “My Place” Youth Centre  and the Planning Application had been registered;

· The “topping out” ceremony for Bournville College had taken place but no travel plans for the college had been signed off  as any plans had to ensure that there was sufficient parking provision for students’ vehicles so as not the cause parking problems on the roads in the residential areas surrounding the college;

· It was estimated that the first properties to be built on the Lickey Road site would be completed for sale at the beginning of June with a follow up of two houses per week thereafter;

· There was still no confirmation of the  of the name of the operating company of the proposed superstore and, despite pressure from the Committee Members, officers would not disclose the name due to ‘Commercial Considerations’;
· The highway works at Longbridge Lane were still progressing including the construction of the culverts to realign the River Rea; however there were some problems with water pipes which should have not been there. It was anticipated that the work should be completed by 1st August;
· The Temporary Park and Ride facility would be in place as from Monday 28th February;
· Regarding the upgrading of Longbridge Railway Station, talks were scheduled to commence on funding for the station;
frankley CENTRE regeneration

321
The Clerk reported that the Frankley Centre Refurbishment was due to be signed off on Friday 11th March although there were minor works still to be carried out. The Council was in the process of approaching the City’s Parks and Nurseries department with a view to allowing the Parish Council to formally assume responsibility for cutting the grass in front of the shops.
Transport
322
Despite approaching Centro before Christmas requesting that a hard standing be installed at the bus stop adjacent to Fisher Close, the work had still to be carried out. In order to expedite to work the Chairperson had contacted the Constituency Highway Engineer only to be advised that Centro had no authority to install bus stops without the consulting the City’s Highways Engineers as the stops were effectively being placed on land the responsibility of the Highways. As no permission had been sought for the installation of the two bus stops the Highways Engineer undertook to discuss the matter with Centro.

items for information only
Forestdale community park
323
In response to a question from Councillor Linda Banks, the Clerk advised that he had recently received a email from Ward Councillor Barton via Andy Ross advising that a land swop was being proposed with Leisure handing over a piece of land in the Fox and Goose area to Education to allow the school there to expand. The enabling report was due to go to Cabinet Committee (Property) in April and the definitive report will go to Cabinet also in April. It was hoped that the Cabinet would approve the proposed land swap which would mean that work could at last start on the playing field.
With regard to Councillor Banks’ membership of the Forestdale Group, the Clerk advised that she should contact Andy Ross who was the lead member of the group.
local issues raised by members of the public
There were none.
The meeting ended at 1946 hours
………………………………….. Chairperson

…………………………………..Date
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