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New Frankley in Birmingham Parish Council 

 Finance and Management Committee 
 

At a meeting of the Finance and 
Management Committee held 
on Monday 4th November 2019 
at the Parish Council Offices, 12 
Arden Road, Frankley at 1300 
hours. 
 

Present:  Councillor Bruckshaw (in the Chair) 
  Councillors Tammy Clayton, Linda Coates, Grey MBE and Pitt 
 
Also in  
Attendance:  Kerrie Barrett, Jemma McCann and Rachal Kenny  
 (Representing the Friends of Frankley Community) 

 
MINUTES 

 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

83 There were no apologies submitted 
 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (EXISTENCE AND NATURE) WITH REGARD TO 
ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 
 

84 There were no declarations of interest made. 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION WITH RESPECT TO ITEMS ON THE 
AGENDA. 
 

85 Kerrie Barrett, Jemma McCann and Rachael Kenny were present to explain 
the Grant Application submitted by the Friends of Frankley Community  
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 7TH OCTOBER 2019 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Tammy Clayton, seconded by Councillor Pitt 
and was - 
 

86 RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance and 
Management Committee held on 7th October 2019, having 
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been previously circulated were taken as read, confirmed and 
signed. 

 
 

AMENDMENT TO GRANT APPLICATION CRITERIA  
 
It was suggested by the Chair that item 2 (viii) of the Grant Application 
Criteria (“Only one application per financial or calendar year from each 
organisation can be made”) be amended to “External groups seeking Parish 
Council funding   for a project will only be permitted a submit further 
application only when the current project is completed”. 
 
The amendment was put to the meeting and it was proposed by Councillor 
Linda Coates, seconded by Councillor Grey and  

 
87 RECOMENDED:  That the proposal be forwarded to the next meeting of the 

Council for consideration 
 
GRANT APPLICATIONS 

 
Friends of Frankley Community 
 
An application for funding of the following projects was submitted – 
 

Activity Grant Requested 
I Sing Pop £2000 

Music Studio £4563 
Volunteer Training £1182 

Flower Box Materials £1996 

Geezers Boxing Ltd £3642 

 
(Interleaved document no. 1) 

 
 In response to Members’ questions regarding the Grant Applications 

submitted, members of the Friends of Frankley Community responded as 
follows - 
 

• The reason for starting the group was as a result of the survey 
undertaken in the community, which clearly demonstrated that the 
community felt that there were insufficient activities in the community 
available for both adults and children. It was the group’s intention to 
address that deficiency. 
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• The proposed “I Sing Pop” project, although a very popular activity, 
had been deferred until next year and would be replaced by a 
Christmas Production to be self-funded; 

 
 

• The application for the Music Studio proposed that sessions be held at 
Balaam’s Wood Academy as the Factory on Longbridge Lane was felt 
to be an unfriendly/intimidating venue; it was proposed that the 
group would seek a start-up grant then make a charge for attendance  
with the activity becoming self-financing; the Academy were being 
very supportive of the project, and the proposed activity would be 
overseen by an experienced musician; 
 

• Currently the group had 45 Volunteers 12 of which were undergoing 
basic training;, the basic training for the twelve had been self-funded 
and the group was seeking funding for 12 Members to undertake 
higher training; it was accepted that there was a requirement for all 
volunteers to received basic training but the 12 needed to receive 
higher level training; 

 
 

• The group had received support from the project from members of 
the community and were confident that they could meet targets. 
Proposed to involve community in building the flower boxes (possibly 
out of reclaimed timber) and members of the community had already 
been identified who would maintain boxes in their immediate locale; 
 

• It had been agreed with the Balaam’s Wood Academy that the 
Academy would provide accommodation for the Boxing sessions; The 
equipment would be folded up and stored at the Academy; The 
activity would be overseen by Members of the Boxing Forum. The 
Academy would being charging for the use of their facilities. 

 

• Regarding the question of Safeguarding, it was pointed out that the 
receipt of grants from the council would place a duty  the organisation 
to ensure that its Safeguarding Policy was acceptable to the council; 
the organisation’s Safeguarding Policy was an integral part of the 
training programme; Additionally at the sessions currently offered 
parents attended with their child/children which increased the 
protection available. 
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• On the question of long-term funding of the projects, the group 
would, in the future, seek funding from other sources but currently 
the group was using self-funding and, hopefully, financial assistance 
from the Parish Council as start-up funding. 

 
Hereon the Representatives of the FFC withdrew from the meeting. 

 
In response to concerns regarding the use of accommodation at Balaam’s 
Wood Academy as historically it had withdrawn the offer at the last minute, 
it was pointed out that the Academy proposed to set up a separate company 
to manage the Academies’ letting policy – it was hoped that there would be 
no more instances of groups being let down at the last minute, 
 
It was pointed out that it appeared that Friends of Frankley Community had 
not had a properly convened Annual General Meeting and until that AGM 
took place, the Criteria would prohibit the Council making any grant the 
group. Therefore, any agreement would have to be subject to the properly 
convened AGM taking place. 

 
Whilst the three had explained what FFC hoped to achieve, it was felt that 
before any grant was approved, the group would have to produce a 
programme of work for each of the projects against which their progress 
could be measured by the appointed mentor.  
 
Following some further discussion, it was – 

 
88 RECOMMENED:  That the Grant Application be referred to the next meeting 

of the Council together with a recommendation that the 
Application for Volunteer Training (£1192) be approved, 
subject to the Friends of Frankley Community arranging a 
properly convened Annual General Meeting to the 
satisfaction of the Council.  

 
 
MONTHLY BANK RECONCILIATION – 31ST OCTOBER 2019 
 

89 The bank reconciliation for the period ending with the 31st October 2019 was 
noted -  

 
(Interleaved document no.2) 
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ITEMS FOR IFOMATION ONLY 
 
Breakfast with Father Christmas 
 

90 Councillor Tammy Clayton advised that the Frankley Family Forum would be 
running a “Breakfast with Santa” event and that one wishing their 
child/children to attend should put their name down. 
 
VE Day 
 

91 It was suggested that, in view of the low turnout at the recent VE Day 
meetings, the opportunity to publicise VE Day in the Frankley Community 
News. Mention could be made of the memorial stone – its significance and 
purpose as well as stories relating to VE Day. It was hoped that the stone 
would be in place before 11th November to be part of the remembrance 
service. 
 
Action Plan 
 

92 In view of the fact that currently the Parish Council had a number of projects 
which are at various stages of completion, the clerk suggested that it might 
be helpful if the Council maintained a list of all the projects in the form of an 
Action Plan which could be submitted to the next meeting. 

  
Localisation Committee 
 

93 Councillor Pitt reported that it would seem from the last meeting of the 
Committee that it had different ideas from those held by Members of the 
Parish Council regarding the localisation as it related to the Parish Council. It 
was suggested that in the first instance that the Parish Council produce a list 
of those activities which, in the opinion of the Council could be undertaken 
subject to responsibility and funding being devolved either by the use of 
volunteers or engagement of local contractors. 
 
BMX Track – Holly Hill Park  
 

94 Councillor Pitt advised he would be discussing the proposals for Holly Hill 
Park (BMX Track and Children’s Playground/Adult outdoor gym) with Sue 
Amey hopefully in the near future. In addition to the proposals for a BMX 
Track and the play equipment, he would be seeking her approval for the 
Parish Council to assume the responsibility for the grass maintenance of the 
park. 
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 CCTV  

 
95 With regard to the quotation recently received from Stanley Security for a 

comprehensive CCTV system serving the Holly Hill Shopping Parade, he 
would be discussing the proposal with the City Council’s CCTV officer. 
 

96 Police Prisoner Transfer Vehicle 
  

Unfortunately, there had been no further contact. 
 

Shencare Community Transport  
 

97 Councillor Pitt reported that a meeting had been arranged between himself 
and Mr Bursst to look at the options available for the Parish Council to use 
Shencare transport. 
 
 
Meeting ended 1408 hours 
 
 
……………………………… 
Chairperson 
 
 
……………………………. 
Date 
 
  
 
 

     
  
 


